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Why do some snrdents seek, while others avoid, second language (I2) communication? Many

bnfrrage teachers have encountered students high in linguistic comPetence who are unwill-
ingt ise tleir L2 for communication whereas other students, with only minimal linguistic

kriowledge, seem to communicate in the L2 whenever-possitle- Dcspite excellent commu-

nicative iompetence, spontaneous and sustained use of the L2 is not ensured' A colleague'

who teaches a L2 and whose L2 competence is excellent, is well known to avoid .like the

plague'12 communication in social seuings. A related obseriation is that many learn€rs have

itofi..a *t.t their willingness to comm;icate (WTC) varies considerably over time ^and
across situations. Our ai; in this article is twofold. First we wish to provide an account of the

linguistic, communicative, and social Psychological riables that might affect one's "willing-

nei to communicate.'As demonstrated in the iext be lorr', and examination of WTC offers the

oppornrnity to intcgrate psphological, linguistic, and communicativc-approachcs to.I2.re-

si"ir.n trtat'typi.rffylavc beLn indipendcni of cach othcr' Wc view thc WTC modcl as having

tlre ootendi io provide a useful interface bctween these disParate lines of inquiry' Our sec-

o"ai"A i" ," ""ig.st Potenlial relations among these rzriablis by outlining a comprehensivc
conciptual -odiirhai may be us€ful in describing, explaining, and predicting L2 communi-

cation'. In .n effort to move beyond linguistic or communicative comPetence as the primary
goal of language instruction, this articlte rcPresents an.ove-rt attemFJ to combine these dis-

i.ot" .ppiou."h.t in a common tieme, thai is' proposing WTC as th€ Primary goal of lan-

guage instruction.

'fh. Mdat lang,tq.Jotntu182, iv, (1998)
0o�26-19,{J2/ 8/ 545-562 $.50/O
al.g€�a flu Mdcn Langu4c Jounal

WTC IN TTIE NAIWE I.ANGUACE

Willingness to communicate (WTC), originally
concepnralized with reference to first or native
language (Ll) communication, was introduced
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